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Vision & Mission

Vision:

The human-animal bond is universally embraced as an essential element 
of human wellness.

Mission:

Advance, through science, education and advocacy, the vital role of the 
human-animal bond in the health and well-being of people, pets, 
cultures, and communities.



Strategic Imperatives

RESEARCH WITH IMPACT
Play a leading role in the advancement of human-animal interaction 
science, focusing on research with real-world impact.

MEANINGFUL POLICY INITIATIVES
Drive policy changes that support the human-animal bond and 
strengthen the role of companion animals in society.

EXPANDING PARTNERSHIPS
Partner with a broad alliance of companies and organizations to 
advance the human-animal bond as a vital component of personal 
wellness and public health.

DRIVING THE CONVERSATION
Serve as the leading global information source and educator on the 
human-animal bond.



Research Portfolio

 57 projects funded since 2014

 Average $50,000 per project

 20 month duration 

 US & international institutions 

 Child health & development, healthy aging, mental health & wellness

https://habri.org/grants/projects/ 

https://habri.org/grants/projects/


Research Portfolio

 First study on service dogs for post-9/11 veterans with post-traumatic 
stress
 Better sleep
 Improved quality of life
 Increased work presenteeism
 Overall reduction in symptom severity

 Major study on therapy dog welfare
 600 canine saliva samples, 400 videos
 No signs of undue stress

 Largest ever study on pets in the classroom
39 classrooms, 591 students, third/fourth grade
Increased pro-social skills, decreased problem behaviors, 

and improved academic competence



2025 Request for Proposals

Goals

• Direction on strong research 
design

• Relevance to HABRI and its 
mission

• Emphasis on translational 
research

https://habri.org/grants/funding-opportunities/ 

https://habri.org/grants/funding-opportunities/


2025 Request for Proposals

Addressing Evidence-Based Health Benefits of Human-Animal Interaction

The vision of the Human Animal Bond Research Institute (HABRI) is for the 
human-animal bond to be universally embraced as an essential element of 
human wellness. To that end, HABRI works to advance the vital role of the 
human-animal bond in the health and well-being of individuals, families, 
cultures and communities. 

HABRI is issuing a call for research proposals from institutions and 
organizations across the globe to investigate the health outcomes of pet 
ownership and/or animal-assisted interventions (AAI) or therapy, both for the 
people and the animals involved. Proposals should have a strong theoretical 
framework and focus on innovative approaches to studying the positive effects 
of companion animals on human health.



2025 Request for Proposals

• Broadly generalizable human-animal bond studies, impacting large 
populations in the categories of child health and development, 
healthy aging, mental health, and physical health. 

• The human health impacts of animal-assisted interventions, 
including in professional practice, volunteer programs, and 
educational contexts, and research that refines or informs best 
practices to improve health outcomes and quality of life for the 
humans and animals involved.

HABRI is interested in funding a wide range of studies. 
Areas of interest include, but are not limited to:



2025 Request for Proposals

• Studies that are translational in that at least one aim is to produce actionable 
advice, guidelines, and recommendations for policymakers as it relates to 
supporting pet owners, the human-animal bond and/or human-animal 
interactions.

• Studies that are translational in that at least one aim is to produce actionable 
advice, guidelines, and recommendations for veterinarians and other pet care 
professionals, pet owners and/or those interested in acquiring a pet.

• Studies with clinical implications for human health practitioners or studies with at 
least one aim to produce actionable advice, guidelines, and recommendations 
for human health practitioners working with and/or supporting pet owners, 
human-animal bond and/or animal-assisted interventions.

HABRI is interested in funding a wide range of studies. 
Areas of interest include, but are not limited to:



2025 Request for Proposals

• How companion animal ownership and/or interaction helps address those impacted by 
public health and social crises, such as social isolation and loneliness; suicide, addiction, and 
substance abuse; access to social service and housing; trauma and/or post-traumatic stress; 
obesity and physical activity; and cardiovascular health. 

• The role of pets in supporting the health and wellbeing of people from diverse backgrounds 
or underrepresented or minoritized populations.

• The role of the human-animal bond in veterinary medicine, including its impact on access to 
care, compliance and quality of care, and veterinary team wellbeing. Studies that explore the 
role of veterinarians and animal health professionals in human-animal bond research are also 
of interest.

• The bond between humans and a wide variety of pet species which may include (but are not 
limited to) dogs, cats, birds, reptiles, small mammals, horses and fish.

• International perspectives of the human-animal bond, investigating the health outcomes of 
pet ownership and/or AAI in countries, communities, and cultures, including those that are 
under-represented in current literature.

HABRI is interested in funding a wide range of studies. 
Areas of interest include, but are not limited to:



Pet Partners Supplemental Funding
Additional funding for research to investigate the health, education, and wellness 
outcomes of animal-assisted interventions (AAI), both for the people and animals 
involved. Proposals focusing within these broad categories are specifically 
encouraged:

• Determining best practices for effective AAI. For example, dosage, handler 
training, treatment protocols, etc.

• Studies that support the empirical appreciation for how therapy animal welfare 
can be protected and enhanced.

• The study of AAI in professional environments: AAT, AAE, etc.
• Investigations focusing on AAI with the non-canine species that are currently 

underrepresented in the literature.
• Studies involving virtual adaptation of AAI and other animal-related 

engagement
• Cross-cultural experiences of the human-animal bond.
• Studies focused on the impact of AAI on populations not currently represented 

in the literature. For example, AAI with diverse demographic, social economic, or 
population-based groups.

For more information, please contact Dr. Taylor Chastain-Griffin 
at taylorc@petpartners.org.

https://petpartners.org/animal-related-engagement/
https://petpartners.org/animal-related-engagement/
mailto:taylorc@petpartners.org


RFP Timeline

Request for 
Proposals Issued

October 
2024

Submissions due on 
February 13 at 

11:59pm ET

February 
2025

•Scientific Advisory 
Board Review 
Process

•All proposal 
abstracts reviewed 

•Proposals that 
advance past 
abstract round 
receive full review

February - 
July

•Proposal 
notifications sent to 
Principal 
Investigators

•Grant-in-Aid 
Agreements are 
drafted and 
executed

August – 
September



RFP Materials
Download/view at: https://habri.org/grants/funding-opportunities/ 

• Proposal Guidelines
• Serves as a detailed outline for all proposals

• Budget Form
• How to format your project budget 

• Power Calculation form
• Where applicable, applicants complete this to indicate statistical power

• Scoring Rubric
• Utilized by the HABRI Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) to evaluate all proposals

• RFP FAQ
• Answers commonly asked questions 

• Sample Application
• A blinded proposal that was awarded funding, to serve as a model for applicants as 

they write their proposals 

https://habri.org/grants/funding-opportunities/


Proposal Guidelines
Overview



All abstracts 
undergo a blinded 
review by SAB



Preliminary data 
should be from the 
Principal Investigator, 
Co-I or team’s 
previous work. If you 
lack preliminary data 
of your own, please 
only cite external work 
in the Justification, 
Significance and 
Literature Review 
section. 



Include as much detail 
as possible per aim.

Not required 
but should be 
provided when 
using 
inferential 
statistics 



Additional 
information for Pet 
Partners Applicants 
requested here.

Salaries and capital 
equipment must 
be justified in the 
following section.

IRB/IACUC are not 
required prior to 
the submission of 
an application but 
is required should 
funding be 
awarded.

Indicate how the 
health and welfare 
of the animals 
involved will be 
protected here



Letters of support indicate that you 
have established a good 
relationship with your 
collaborators and lend additional 
confidence in the proposal



To Submit a Proposal

To apply for a HABRI grant, please send an email to submissions@habri.org. 
Please ensure the subject line of the email and PDF submission are both titled 
“HABRI 2025 Grant Proposal – Principal Investigator Last Name.”.

For proposals applying for supplemental funding available through Pet Partners, 
please send an email to submissions@habri.org. Please ensure the subject line of 
the email and PDF submission are both titled “HABRI/Pet Partners 2025 Grant 
Proposal – Principal Investigator Last Name.”

Please contact Matt Cryer with any questions mcryer@habri.org. 

mailto:submissions@habri.org
mailto:submissions@habri.org
mailto:mcryer@habri.org


Questions



Thank you!
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